


 

 

The Scotch Whisky Regulations 2009 (SWR) came into force on 23 November 2009. They replaced the Scotch 

Whisky Act 1988 and the Scotch Whisky Order 1990.  Whereas the previous legislation had only governed the way in 

which Scotch Whisky must be produced, the SWR also set out rules on how Scotch Whiskies must be labelled, 

packaged and advertised, as well as requiring Single Malt Scotch Whisky to be bottled in Scotland from 2012. 

The following guidance is aimed at assisting those producing and selling Scotch Whisky, and those designing labels, 

packaging and advertising, to comply with new law.  Checklists are included where appropriate.  This guidance 

covers only the main provisions of the law; the Regulations should be referred to for the full ŘŜǘŀƛƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ {²!Ωǎ [Ŝgal 

team is ready to assist with any questions.  Contact details are provided at the end of this Guidance. 
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1.1 The SWR do not change the way that Scotch Whisky is produced.  Regulation 3(1) sets out the production 

method for Scotch Whisky. 
 
1.2 As regards maturation, one area of possible ambiguity has been addressed.  The SWR make clear that Scotch 

Whisky must be wholly matured in Scotland, i.e. it may not be matured in any country other than Scotland. 
 
1.3 The SWR also require that all ƳŀǘǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǎŜ ǿŀǊŜƘƻǳǎŜ ƻǊ ƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ άǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ 

ǇƭŀŎŜέ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ōȅ IŜǊ aŀƧŜǎǘȅΩǎ wŜǾŜƴǳŜ ϧ /ǳǎǘƻƳǎ όIaw/ύΦ 
 
 άtŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǇƭŀŎŜέ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ Regulation 4 and includes any place to which spirits in an excise warehouse are 

moved for: 
 

¶ Re-warehousing in another excise warehouse 

¶ Such temporary purposes and periods as HRMC may allow 

¶ Scientific research and testing 

¶ Storage at other premises where, under the Customs and Excise Acts, goods of the same glass or 

description may be kept without payment of excise duty 

¶ Such other purpose as HMRC may permit 

 
 It is only if all maturation of Scotch Whisky takes place under some form of HMRC control that they will be 

able to certify that the spirit is Scotch Whisky and, if an age is claimed, that the Scotch Whisky has been 
matured in the permitted size of oak casks for the period claimed. 

 
1.4 ²ƘŜǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ŎƻǘŎƘ ²Ƙƛǎƪȅ hǊŘŜǊ мффл ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ άǎǇƛǊƛǘ ŎŀǊŀƳŜƭέΣ ǘƘŜ {²w ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ 

άǇƭŀƛƴ ŎŀǊŀƳŜƭ ŎƻƭƻǳǊƛƴƎέΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀ ŎƘŀƴge of terminology to align with EU regulations.  The type of 
caramel colouring which is permitted for Scotch Whisky remains the same, namely E150A. 
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2.1 Regulation 3(2) contains the definitions of the different categories of Scotch Whisky. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.2 The two basic types of Scotch Whisky, from which all blends are made, are Single Malt Scotch Whisky and 

Single Grain Scotch Whisky.  In practice there is no change in the way that Single Malt Scotch Whisky and 

Single Grain Scotch Whisky must be produced. 

2.3 Single Malt Scotch Whisky means a Scotch Whisky produced from only water and malted barley at a single 

distillery by batch distillation in pot stills. 

2.4 Single Grain Scotch Whisky means a Scotch Whisky distilled at a single distillery but which, in addition to 

water and malted barley, may also be produced from whole grains of other malted or unmalted cereals.  

9ȄŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά{ƛƴƎƭŜ DǊŀƛƴ {ŎƻǘŎƘ ²Ƙƛǎƪȅέ ƛǎ ŀƴȅ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ {ƛƴƎƭŜ aŀƭǘ 

Scotch Whisky or as a Blended Scotch Whisky.  The latter exclusion is to ensure that a Blended Scotch Whisky 

produced from Single Malt(s) and Single Grain(s) distilled at the same distillery does not also qualify as a Single 

Grain Scotch Whisky. 
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Categories of Scotch Whisky 

Scotch Whisky 

Single Malt Single Grain 

Blended Scotch Whisky, 

i.e. Malt and grain 
Blended Malt Blended Grain 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
2.5 The definition of Blended Scotch Whisky does change the existing law, but reflects traditional and current 

practice.  Before the SWR, any combination of Scotch Whiskies qualified as Blended Scotch Whisky, including 

for example a blend of Single Malt Scotch Whiskies.  However, Blended Scotch Whisky is defined under the 

SWR as a combination of one or more Single Malt Scotch Whiskies with one or more Single Grain Scotch 

Whiskies, which accords with traditional practice. 

2.6 Blended Malt Scotch Whisky means a blend of two or more Single Malt Scotch Whiskies from different 

distilleries, and 

2.7 Blended Grain Scotch Whisky means a blend of two or more Single Grain Scotch Whiskies from different 

distilleries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1 As was the case under the Scotch Whisky Act 1988, Regulation 5 stipulates that the only whisky which may be 

ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ {ŎƻǘŎƘ ²ƘƛǎƪȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜέ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ Regulation 4. 

3.2 ¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ άƎǊŀŘŜǎέ ƻŦ ǿƘƛǎƪȅ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ {Ŏƻǘland, 

ƻƴŜ ά{ŎƻǘŎƘ ²ƘƛǎƪȅέΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ άǿƘƛǎƪȅ ς ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƛŎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ 

for whisky under EC Regulations 110/2008 όǎŜŜ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ н ŀǘ !ƴƴŜȄ LLύΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ǎǳŎƘ ΨƎǊŀŘŜǎΩ 

of whisky produced in Scotland would make it extremely difficult to protect Scotch Whisky as a distinctive 

product. 

3.3 In addition to prohibiting the production of whisky in Scotland other than Scotch Whisky, it is also prohibited 

to mature or to blend whiskies in Scotland other than Scotch Whisky.  This is to prevent use of descriptions 

ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άǿƘƛǎƪȅ ς ƳŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘέ ƻǊ άǿƘƛǎƪȅ ς ōƭŜƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘέ ƻƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ {ŎƻǘŎƘ 

²ƘƛǎƪȅΦ  !ƎŀƛƴΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ά{ŎƻǘŎƘ ²Ƙƛǎƪȅέ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘΦ 
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Regulation 6 ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ǘƻ ƭŀōŜƭΣ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜΣ ǎŜƭƭ ƻǊ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜ ŀƴȅ ŘǊƛƴƪ ŀǎ ά{ŎƻǘŎƘ ²Ƙƛǎƪȅέ ƻǊ ά{ŎƻǘŎƘέ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ 

way as to suggest indirectly that the drink is Scotch Whisky, when it does not qualify as such. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.1 As it is illegal to mature Scotch Whisky outside Scotland, Regulation 7 also makes it illegal with immediate 

effect (as from 23 November 2009) to export any type of Scotch Whisky in an oak or other wooden cask.  It is 

permitted to continue to export Scotch Whisky in bulk using inert containers such as appropriate plastic drums 

or steel containers. 

5.2 However, Regulation 7 makes it illegal as from 23 November 2012 for Single Malt Scotch Whisky to be 

exported from Scotland other than in a bottle labelled for retail sale. 
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For the first time the SWR introduced specific requirements for the labelling of Scotch Whiskies.  It is an offence not 

to comply with these requirements. 

6.1 Regulation 8 makes it compulsory for every Scotch Whisky to bear on the front of the bottle, and also on any 

individual packaging, the ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ {ŎƻǘŎƘ ²Ƙƛǎƪȅ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎΣ ƛΦŜΦ ά{ƛƴƎƭŜ aŀƭǘ {ŎƻǘŎƘ ²ƘƛǎƪȅέΣ 

ά{ƛƴƎƭŜ DǊŀƛƴ {ŎƻǘŎƘ ²ƘƛǎƪȅέΣ ά.ƭŜƴŘŜŘ {ŎƻǘŎƘ ²ƘƛǎƪȅέΣ ά.ƭŜƴŘŜŘ aŀƭǘ {ŎƻǘŎƘ ²Ƙƛǎƪȅέ ƻǊ ά.ƭŜƴŘŜŘ DǊŀƛƴ 

{ŎƻǘŎƘ ²ƘƛǎƪȅέΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƻƴ the presentation of every Scotch 

whisky so it is clear it is the sales description.  The category description must be as prominent as any other 

description of the whisky on the labels or packaging, and there are further provisions relating to how the 

category description must appear. 

6.2 The only word (or words) which may be added to the category description is the name of the Scottish locality 

ƻǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ {ŎƻǘŎƘ ²Ƙƛǎƪȅ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǎǘƛƭƭŜŘΦ  Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ά{ƛƴƎƭŜ aŀƭǘ {ŎƻǘŎƘ 

²Ƙƛǎƪȅέ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊƳΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇǊŜŎŜŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ά{ǇŜȅǎƛŘŜέ 

ƻǊ άLǎƭŀȅέΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘ {ƛƴƎƭŜ aŀƭǘ {ŎƻǘŎƘ ²Ƙƛǎƪȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ŘƛǎǘƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƭƻŎŀƭƛǘȅ ƻǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ  CƻǊ 

rules regarding the use of locality or regional names, see Locality and regional geographical indications. 

6.3 To assist designers of labels and packaging, here is a basic checklist on labelling requirements as regards 

category descriptions. 

6.4 It is an offence to advertise or promote a Scotch Whisky as belonging to a category to which it does not 

belong. 

6.5 There are transitional periods before the provisions covering labelling and advertising coming into force. 
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Regulations 9 and Schedules 1 and 2 cover the use of distillery names. 
 

7.1 Regulation 9(1) makes it illegal to use as a brand name (or as part of a brand name) for a Scotch Whisky the 

name of any distillery listed at Schedule 1 unless the Scotch Whisky has been wholly distilled at that distillery.  

A similar provision applies to Scotch Whisky distilleries opened or reopened in the future (Regulation 9(2)). 

7.2 Regulation 9(4) also makes it illegal to label, package, advertise or promote any Scotch Whisky in a way which 

is likely to deceive the public into thinking it has been distilled at any distillery other than the true distillery. 

7.3 Regulation 9(5) makes it illegal to label, package, advertise and promote Single Malt Scotch Whisky or Single 

Grain Scotch Whisky in a way which is likely to deceive the public as to the identity 

of the distiller. 

7.4 These provisions were introduced because complaints had been received from 

consumers who had bought a Single Malt Scotch Whisky sold under a brand name 

which they had understood to be the name of the distillery, which they later found 

was not the case.  A fictitious example might be a Single Malt Scotch Whisky sold 

under the name GLEN DORNOCH.  Because the names of many Scotch Whisky 

ŘƛǎǘƛƭƭŜǊƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άDƭŜƴέΣ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘ ƻŦ ƎŜƻƎǊŀphical names, consumers 

might believe that the Single Malt Scotch Whisky had been distilled at Glen 

Dornoch Distillery, which does not exist. 

7.5 The risk of deception would be even greater if the labelling of GLEN DORNOCH 

{ƛƴƎƭŜ aŀƭǘ {ŎƻǘŎƘ ²Ƙƛǎƪȅ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƻǊ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ƴŀƳŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άDƭŜƴ 

5ƻǊƴƻŎƘ 5ƛǎǘƛƭƭŜǊȅ [ǘŘέΦ  That would reinforce the assumption by the consumer 

that the Scotch Whisky came from Glen Dornoch Distillery. 
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7.6 The test under Regulations 9(4) and (5) is a subjective one.  Each brand owner must assess where there is any 

risk that consumers may buy his Scotch Whisky in the belief that it comes from a distillery, or a distiller, other 

than the true one.  If such a risk does exist, the brand owner should take corrective action.  There are various 

ways in which the risk of deception can be avoided.  For example: 

¶ the most obvious way is to avoid the use of brand names, and company or trading name which may be 

taken by consumers to be the name of a distillery (when they are not) 

¶ iŦ ŀ ōǊŀƴŘ ƻǿƴŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎΣ ǿŜƭƭ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘΣ ōǊŀƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨŘŀƴƎŜǊΩ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΣ ƻƴŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ 

preventing any confusion would be to state clearly on the label and packaging the name of the distillery 

where the Single Malt Scotch Whisky or Single Grain Scotch Whisky was actually distilled. 

¶ iǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀƳŜƴŘ ƴŀƳŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŧŀƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨŘŀƴƎŜǊΩ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƻƴΦ  

For example, if a Single Malt is being sold under the name DORNOCH, which might be seen to be the name 

of a distillery, the name could be changed to DORNOCH CASTLE which would be less likely to be seen as 

the name of a distillery. 

 It should be stressed that this is simply guidance on the SWR.  It is up to each brand owner to make his own 

judgement as to how to avoid confusing consumers and breaching the Regulations.  If in doubt, you can 

ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ {²!Ωǎ [ŜƎŀƭ ǘŜŀƳΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8.1 Regulation 10 covers the use of locality and regional names. 

 It has long been customary to sell Single Malt Scotch Whiskies accompanied by a locality or regional 

geographical name to indicate where they were distilled.  In order to protect and promote these names, the 

SWR define ǘƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƻŎŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ άIƛƎƘƭŀƴŘέΣ 

ά[ƻǿƭŀƴŘέΣ ά{ǇŜȅǎƛŘŜέΣ άLǎƭŀȅέ ŀƴŘ ά/ŀƳǇōŜƭǘƻǿƴέΦ   
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 These names may be used on labels and packaging, preceding the compulsory category description, if the 

Scotch Whisky has been wholly distilled in the relevant locality or region, i.e. a Single Malt Scotch Whisky 

distilled in the Speyside region may be descǊƛōŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǘƻƴ ŀǎ ά{ǇŜȅǎƛŘŜ {ƛƴƎƭŜ aŀƭǘ {ŎƻǘŎƘ 

²Ƙƛǎƪȅέ όǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǊŘŜǊύΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ 

description as long as they are no more prominent than that description. 

8.2 The boundaries of the five protected localities and regions are set out in Regulation 10.   Schedule 3 explains 

where Regulation 10(1) does not apply. 

8.3 It should be noted that: 

¶ although only the five traditional localities and regions have been defined and protected in the SWR, it is 

still permitted to use, in exactly the same way, another Scottish locality or regional name as long as the 

Scotch Whisky was entirely distilled in that place.  For example, Single Malt Scotch Whiskies distilled in 

Orkney may ōŜ ǎƻƭŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άhǊƪƴŜȅ {ƛƴƎƭŜ aŀƭǘ {ŎƻǘŎƘ ²Ƙƛǎƪȅέ όǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ 

that order). 

¶ Speyside falls within the borders of the Highland region and therefore Scotch Whiskies distilled in the 

{ǇŜȅǎƛŘŜ ŀǊŜŀ Ƴŀȅ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ōŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άIƛƎƘƭŀƴŘέ ƻǊ ŀǎ ά{ǇŜȅǎƛŘŜέΦ 

¶ it is illegal to use a locality or regional geographical name in relation to a Scotch Whisky which has not 

been distilled in the locality or region in question.  There are, however, certain exceptions to this rule: 

o this rule does not apply where the name of the protected locality or region forms part of a trade 

mark or company name registered before 1 September 2009, and is only included in the 

presentation of the Scotch Whisky as part of that trade mark or company name ς ŜΦƎΦ άILDILAND 

v¦99b {ŎƻǘŎƘ ²Ƙƛǎƪȅέ ƻǊ άIƛƎƘƭŀƴŘ 5ƛǎǘƛƭƭŜǊǎ [ǘŘέΦ 

o it is permitted on the labelling of any of the three types of blends of Scotch Whisky to refer to the 

localities or regions in which the Scotch Whiskies in the blend were distilled as long as all the 

ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƭƻŎŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜŘΦ  CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻƴ ŀ ά.ƭŜƴŘŜŘ aŀƭǘ {ŎƻǘŎƘ ²Ƙƛǎƪȅέ ŀƴ 

ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άŀ .ƭŜƴŘ ƻŦ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ Lǎƭŀȅ ƳŀƭǘǎέΦ 

o iǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛŦ ŀ ōǊŀƴŘ ƻǿƴŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ΨǎǘŀōƭŜΩ ƻŦ ōǊŀƴŘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛnclude Single Malt Scotch 

Whiskies from a variety of regions, the brand owner might, for example, refer on the labelling of 

his IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘ {ƛƴƎƭŜ aŀƭǘ {ŎƻǘŎƘ ²Ƙƛǎƪȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ΨǎǘŀōƭŜΩ as his Single Malt 

Scotch Whisky from the Islay region. 
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Regulation 11 ōŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ άtǳǊŜ aŀƭǘέΦ 

.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ άtǳǊŜ aŀƭǘέΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ (and derivations 

of it) are prohibited in the labelling, packaging, advertising or promotion of any Scotch Whisky.  The prohibition 

ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ άǇǳǊŜέ ŀƴŘ άƳŀƭǘέ όŀƴŘ ŘŜǊƛǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άtǳǊŜǎǘ aŀƭǘέύ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ 

prevent, ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ŀ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ άǇǳǊŜ ǿŀǘŜǊέΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regulation 12 regulates maturation, age and distillation statements. 

10.1 The SWR maintain the longstanding rule regarding the use of age statements, namely that the only age which 

may be stated in the labelling, packaging or advertising of a Scotch Whisky is the age of the youngest Scotch 

Whisky in the product.  In other words, if a Scotch Whisky contains a blend of 8, 12, and 15 year old Scotch 

²ƘƛǎƪƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀƎŜ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ƛǎ άу ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘέΦ  ό{ƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 

άŀƎŜŘ у ȅŜŀǊǎέ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘΣ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ŀƎŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ȅŜŀǊǎύΦ 

10.2 The SWR lay down new rules regarding the use of distillation or vintage years, albeit reflecting previous good 

practice in the industry.  The SWR require that if labelling and packaging or advertising refers to a distillation 

or vintage year: 

¶ only one year may be mentioned 

¶ all of the whisky in the product must have been distilled in that year 

¶ the presentation of the whisky must also feature the year of bottling or an age statement 

¶ the year of bottling or the age statement must appear in the same field of vision as the year of distillation 

or vintage.  

10.3 The use of other numbers, which do not relate to the age of the Scotch Whisky, should be treated with 

caution.  If there is a likelihood that consumers believe that the number relates to the age of the product, 

when that is not the case, that will be an offence.  Here is a checklist regarding age statements and distillation 

years. 
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Regulations 13 and 14 provide for transitional periods regarding labelling, packaging and advertising. 

11.1 Operators had two years to bring their labelling and packaging into compliance with the SWR.  In other words, 

all labelling and packaging applied after 22 November 2011 must comply with all the new labelling rules.  

Scotch Whiskies labelled and packaged prior to 22 November 2011 may, however, be sold through the 

distribution chain until exhausted. 

11.2 All advertising of Scotch Whiskies after 22 November 2011 must comply with all the new rules which cover 

advertising. 

11.3 During these transitional periods, the labelling, packaging and advertising of Scotch Whiskies must comply 

with all existing laws, for example, consumer protection laws and those governing age statements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ мр ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘǎ IŜǊ aŀƧŜǎǘȅΩǎ wŜǾŜƴǳŜ ŀƴŘ /ǳǎǘƻƳǎ όIaw/ύ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

of Scotch Whisky.  HMRC is responsible for ensuring compliance with the Technical File for Scotch Whisky, both in 

regards production and labelling.  Further details about the verification process can be found in the UK 

DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ here. 
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